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Cultural Practices in the Garden

Cultivation of vegetable plants is primarily to kill weeds. If there are
no weeds, there is no reason to cultivate. The ground should have been
properly prepared before any seeding is done; after that, simply shaving
the weeds off at the surface of the ground is sufficient

We hear a let about maintaining a soil mulch, but this is another
practice which was made to give the gardener work to do rather than
to help make the plants grow. If there are no plants growing in the
ground, and there are no tree roots penetrating the soil, the moisture
will remain for a long time. Plant growth, rather than evaporation,
dries the soil. A lawn dries out rapidly because the numerous plants
are pumping water out by the ton. Any plant that is growing acts as a
pump. The roots, if given a chance, will penetrate downward 2 or 3
feet or more and will grow out from the main taproot an almost equal
distance. They are thus capable of drawing moisture from a large area,
and so the soil is dried out. Few people realize the extent of die root
system. A small radish seedling that is sending out its first true leaves

Fork for Loosening the Soil

may have a root a foot long. It gets its water deep in the soil. This is
the reason why it is so important to have the subsoil in good condition.
Roots do not grow extensively, however, unless they have conditions to
their liking. As plants grow, they make a mat of roots between them;
the proper distance between plants is determined, not only by the
Lebensraum required for above-ground growth, but also on the area
demanded by the roots for exploration. Soils that dry out easily canuofc
support as heavy a growth of plants as well-aerated soils that hold an
abundance of water.

Applying water during dry weather is a tricky practice that may do
as much damage as good. Water should be applied as rapidly as may be
possible without washing the soil. Enough water should be applied fa*
soak the soil to a depth of 4 or 5 inches.

Most gardeners make the mistake of sprinkling die plants^ aiad %we
that when they have wet the foliage they have watered the ptats. TJsk
does more damage than good. It does not actually water the roots and
it keeps the leaves moist all night so that diseases can get a start and